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otherways, of such a settlement, the charges of carrying it into execution,
together with whatever else occurs to you material for our information, that
if it shall appear an object worthy of our attention we may send you the
necessary orders thereupon.
61. Had your fortifications and works been ever so strong and formid-
able, what could they have availed without having a sufficient stock of gun-
powder and your artillery and military stores in proper order? How much all
this was neglected in the late capture of the place has appeared beyond all
contradiction; in order as much as possible to prevent such negligence in
future we positively direct that you do annually make a return by the first
ships of your stock of powder, and of all sorts of ammunition and military
stores upon hand, together with the condition of the same, and you are further
directed to cause frequent surveys to be made thereof, and cause the gun-
powder to be turned as often as necessary that you may be satisfied they are
at all times in a condition for service, copies of which surveys must likewise
be transmitted for our information.
Sixthly and seventhly, of covenant and military servants
and their accounts
62* In our last letter you were informed of the names of the thirteen
writers we had appointed for the Bengal establishment; James Barton, the
first upon the list, is with his father Captain Barton who are on their way
overland as mentioned in that letter, five took their passage on the Hardwicke,
two went by the Fort St. George ships and the remainder proceed on these ships.
63.   We now according to annual method send you a list of free merchants,
seafaring people and others who have   our  leave   for  residing  in   the  East
Indies under the Company's protection.
64.   We are sensible the late calamity has   reduced   many  persons   to
extreme poverty, in particular we have been informed that the widow and
three children of our late Chaplain, Mr. Mapletoft, are in great distress.   We
therefore recommend the case of this family to your consideration, as like-
wise any other real and great objects of charity arising from the same cause,
and give them such relief as may be necessary for their  support, in doing
which you are to be as sparing as the nature of the several cases will admit,
constantly bearing in mind the present circumstances of the Company which
will not allow of any expence that can be possibly avoided.   You are to transmit
to us annually a full account of your proceedings herein with your reasons
for giving or continuing any charities, that we may be satisfied whether they
are bestowed upon proper objects and may send our orders accordingly.
65.    Mrs. Elizabeth Dod having been permitted to send nineteen hundred
and eighty two ounces of foreign silver by the Grantham for the use of her
son John Dod, writer at your settlement, who being dead, she has desired it
may be secured and disposed of either by you or our  servants at Fort St,
George.   If the said silver should be in Bengal you are to receive the same
accordingly into the Company's cash and give a set of certificates for the
amount thereof payable to her as administratrix to the deceased;
66.   Mr. Edward Wharton  having  also been, permitted  to send  seven